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Project:

PONTES – Learning in and for Europe

Building bridges in the Neisse-Nisa-Nysa Euro region

www.pontes-pontes.de
Initiating country: Germany

Partner countries: Czech Republic, Poland

Partners:

Network of ca. 300 regional participants in all areas of education (day care centres, schools, education and advanced training facilities, high schools), from the economy, politics and administration, culture, and welfare work of all three neighbouring countries of the Neisse-Nisa-Nysa Euro region, plus minority organisations.

International Meeting Centre St. Marienthal.

Funding Bodies:

- EU (ESF, EFRE)

- Federal Ministry for Education and Research 

- The Free State of Saxony (German Bundesland)
- Local Communities and facilities of the Neisse-Nisa-Nysa Euro region

Thematic categorisation:
1. Intercultural dialogue (within countries)

   FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Intercultural Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Cross-border Dialogue
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Cultural Minorities & Communities
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Social Cohesion / Integration
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Diversity of Cultural Expressions

   FORMCHECKBOX 

Sector covered:

1. Arts and Heritage
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Media
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Socio-Culture 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Language
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Youth
 FORMCHECKBOX 

7. Sports
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National/regional policy context:

Here are two important conditions:

1. The region based at the river Neisse -Nisa -Nysa, as a frontier region between Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic, is an especially sensitive (complicated) region in Europe. The Second World War has left deep traumas here. The Cold War complicated the location furthermore. In addition, former historical delineations and animosities continue to have an effect. 

2. The Neisse Euro region is a region where Anglo-German and Slavic culture and language territories meet. In Europe, a lot will depend on a good relationship between these two big cultural complexes. Thus, the region can be seen as a barometer for the development of interculturality in the EU. Three countries and at least four languages contribute to the richness of this region.

Project Description: 

“PONTES-Learning in and for Europe is a network of independent organisations, establishments groups and societies, that have the goal of sponsoring a lifelong learning educational structure, as well as the strengthening of a successful regional development in the Neisse- Nisa- Nysa Euro region (ERNNN). In this project, different educational fields and sponsorships are connected. An important  concern of PONTES is to motivate and mobilise the people to utilise the possibilites of multi lingualism (german-polish-sorbic-czech) and interculturality for their own development and so to contribute to the appreciation of the region. 
PONTES was created between April 2002 and April 2007 within the programme “Learning regions- sponsorship of networks” of the German Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF). Numerous partners from education, economics, politics, administration, culture and others support the programme. The project’s ambition is to create education innovations and cross-border networks of education and regional development. The goal is to open new future perspectives to the resident population. 

Key aspects of the work of PONTES are e.g.:

· A certain knowledge about the language of the neighbouring countries (from all involved parts) and a positive attitude towards multilingualism are important preconditions of ICD; 

· The realisation of cultural projects “at the borders” and in countrified regions is especially important in order to counteract the old discrepancies between metropolis and province; 

· Euro regional specific advanced training opportunities for qualified employees of the different educational fields;

· Cross-border experience exchanges and the development of collective cross-border educational opportunities;

· Novel learning and teaching materials that are especially concentrated on the multilingualism of the region;
· A wide target group differentiated for Euro regional educational marketing.
The 2007 edited catalogue: “Learning in and for Europe: products and services of the PONTES” contains altogether approx. 100 developed project proposals for the Euro regional educational field. Here are some examples:
· The trilingual Euro regional educational portal www.bildungsmarkt-neisse.de
· The German-Polish-Czech school information portal www.neisse-nisa-nysa.info
· The realisation of an annual Euro regional learning party

· The German-Polish-Sorbian-Czech learning game “Schatzsuche” about the Euro region and its four languages

Since 2005, the Sorbian minority is becoming increasingly included in the network activities because of its experiences in multilingual education and the everyday experiences with multiculturalism.  Successful initiatives have been e.g. the exchange of experience within the working group "pedagogues and neighbour languages", the collective development of a German-Polish-Sorbian-Czech learning game about the Euro region and its four languages, as well as the collective realisation of a Euro regional conference about the methods of a multilingual education in day care centres and elementary schools.

Lessons to be Learned:
· Through networking, the development of a new generation of EU-citizens can be supported, which is characterised by multilingualism and intercultural competence and can actively stand up for the dialogue of cultures. 

· The integration of minorities in the cross-border cultural work can help to remove former animosities and actual asymmetries in the power between the separate regions. "Inner" non-dominant groups can build bridges to "outside" non-dominant regions and cultures. 

· It is not so much the established institutions, but the dedication of individuals, that bring movement into the development of ICD. 

Target Groups:

· Public and free education facilities (e.g. day care centres, elementary, grammar, trade, high schools, etc.)

· Communal, administrative and political decision makers (e.g. communities), chambers, departments, representatives etc.)

· Instructors, teachers and professors from the different education facilities and education systems (e.g. kindergarten educators, primary school teachers, basic education and advanced trainers, high school teachers etc.) 
· Representatives from the economy (e.g. businesses, craftspeople, self-employed etc.)

· Private education users and all those interested from all ages and sexes (e. g. pupils, seniors, etc.)

· Disadvantaged groups (e.g. single parents, unemployed etc.)

· Other interested persons
Contact Details: 
Dr. Regina Gellrich

Internationales Begegnungszentrum St. Marienthal / PONTES-Agentur

Tel. (0049) 35823 – 77 252

Fax (0049) 35823 – 77 250

Email: pontes@ibz-marienthal.de


Web: www.pontes-pontes.de
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