ERICarts: “National approaches and practices in the European Union in relation to Intercultural Dialogue”

( Case Study, submitted by Project Expert.

PAGE  
3

Project:

    “Forum for Romany/Gypsy Studies”
(FTF = Forum Tsiganologische Forschung)

German crosspoint of trans-national and interdisciplinary research into Roma/Gypsy cultures

www.uni-leipzig.de/~ftf
Initiating country: Germany

Partners: Eastern and Western European countries (e.g. Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Macedonia, UK, Austria, Slovakia, Russia, Hungary)
Lead organisations:

- Institute of Ethnology at Leipzig University, Germany

- Friends of Romany/Gypsy Studies (FTF e.V. = Förderverein Tsiganologische Forschung e.V.)

Consultant:
- Sorbian Institute Bautzen, Germany

Selected Network Partners:

· KOMOEL – Kompetenzzentrum Mittel- und Osteuropa Leipzig e.V.

· Amnesty International, Group Leipzig

· Besser Wohnen e.V., Leipzig

· Romanian Initiative Group Bautzen (RIG), Germany

· Sächsische Jugendstiftung (Saxon Youth Foundation), Dresden, Germany

· Free Alternative School Dresden (FAS), Germany

· Ramis-Hamid School, Shuto Orizari, Mazedonia

· Archiv Rom e.V. in Cologne, Germany (Rüdiger Benninghaus)

· Studii Romani at Ethnographical Institute and Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
(Dr. Elena Marushiakova, Dr. Veselin Popov)

· University of West Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic (Dr. Marek Jakoubek)
· Romany Project at the University of Manchester, UK (Prof. Dr. Yaron Matras)

· “Marko Cepenkov” Institute of Folklore, Skopje, Mazedonia (Dr. Trajko Petrovski)

· Romany Project at Graz University, Austria (Prof. Dr. Dieter Halwachs)

· Nikolay Bessonov (Painter), Moscow, Russia

Funding Bodies:

Leipzig University, Members of FTF e.V., project based funding (e.g. DAAD, Bosch-Stiftung)

Thematic categorisation:
1. Intercultural dialogue (within countries)

   x

2. Intercultural Education
 x

3. Cross-border Dialogue
 x

4. Cultural Minorities & Communities
 x

5. Social Cohesion / Integration
 x

6. Diversity of Cultural Expressions

   x

Sector covered:

1. Arts and Heritage
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Media
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Socio-Culture 
 x

4. Education
 x

5. Language
 x

6. Youth
 x

7. Sport
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National/regional policy context:

Romany/Gypsy issues have been broached in policy, public and science matters for a long time and in all of Europe. In some of the states, the Roma are particularly over-represented among the poor and the socially excluded. The participants in the “Decade of Roma Inclusion” (http://www.romadecade.org/) are trying once again to overcome the multilayered challenges of unsolved conflicts in the public between the majority cultures and Roma/Gypsies. So called Antiziganismus, racial prejudices, are widespread and established in all sectors of European societies, but until now have scarcely been reduced or abolished. Also, policies directed to Roma/Gypsy groups at local and national level are often inadequate and intolerant concerning the diversity of cultural grassroots developments and Roma/Gypsy ways of cultural thinking. Therefore, the dialogue between this large European minority and the European policies and public is of particular importance and needs to be promoted by NGOs as well as by scientific experts who are able to translate, to ask for understanding of each other, on both sides and to bring people together through intercultural dialogue.

Project Description: 

The FTF aims at overcoming the isolation of Romany/Gypsy studies in Europe and tries to promote cultural dialogue between Romany/Gypsy cultures and the majority societies. In 1998, students at the Institute of Ethnology at Leipzig University examined Romany/Gypsy Studies in reading seminars. Four years later, post-graduate and undergraduate students founded a project seminar in which all university age groups work together to consolidate a discussion on Romany/Gypsy issues and to establish contact with international experts. At the same time, several MA students and PhD candidates started to work on different research projects on Roma/Gypsy cultures. In 2005, the working group founded the Forum for Romany/Gypsy Studies (FTF) – the only German institution researching Roma/Gypsy cultures on a trans-national and inter-disciplinary basis. The FTF functions as a scientific cross point and expands to a contact basis and active project partner promoting intercultural dialogue with Roma/Gypsies all over Europe. The Sorbian Institute in Bautzen is a consultant to the FTF and it is hoped that the findings and experiences will contribute also to comparative research projects and discourses on minority issues in general.

So, the FTF is an intersection for the international scientific community and the German public on Romany/Gypsy and Minority issues.

Aims at the scientific level: reinforcement of scientific research on an up to date basis

· Collaboration of international researchers from different educational levels on an equal base (from undergraduate student to professor)

· Mentoring of research projects (e.g. MA, PhD and State Doctorate)

· International inner-scientific exchange (e.g. conferences, symposia, publications)

· Student education at university level (courses, lectures, projects)

Aims at the public level: fighting minority prejudices 

· Non-commercial information exchange and resource service (public library, archives, databases, public lectures)

· Consultation for NGOs, journalists and persons engaged in the cultural sector

· Monitoring of diverse projects and initiation of cultural events (e.g. exhibitions)

· Promotion of intercultural dialogue and trans-national education (language courses, student excursions) 

During the last years, some closed doors have opened between activist Roma/Gypsy movements and Romany/Gypsy Studies to start speaking to each other, overcome distrust and to work together on actual Romany/Gypsy and intercultural issues. However, there are still problems in cooperating with Roma/Gypsy NGOs guided by homogenizing (exclusive) ideologies, which conflict with the intercultural approach of the FTF and its cultural diversity-focussed perspective.

Lessons to be learned:
· The establishment of the research at central scientific spaces and an increase of the status of this research is a necessary precondition for the development of ICD as a cultural praxis and comprehensive politic. Comparative positive experiences are found in the field of Women’s, Gender studies.

· A close connection between research, praxis and politics is of benefit to all parties.

· The scientific independent research enables a higher flexibility, plurality and inclusion of new groups and individuals (additional to the official and traditional minority organisations) in the praxis of ICD.

Target Groups:

· Scientific community

· People engaged in cultural, educational and political sector 

· Public

· Roma/Gypsy individuals and communities

Contact Details: 
FTF (Forum Tsiganologische Forschung)

Fabian Jacobs M.A. / Dr. Johannes Ries

Schillerstrasse 6

D-04109 Leipzig

Tel: +49 341 58 322 58

Fax: +49 341 97 37 229 

eMail: ftf@www.uni-leipzig.de

Web: http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~ftf/
Prof. Dr. Bernhard Streck

Institute of Ethnology, Leipzig University

Schillerstrasse 6

D-04109 Leipzig

Tel: +49 341 97 37 221

Fax: +49 341 97 37 229 

eMail: streck@rz.uni-leipzig.de

Web: http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~ethno/
Additional Resources: Homepage: www.uni-leipzig.de/~ftf
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