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Project:
“A Mediterranean Youth Vision for 2020”

The main objective of the project was to develop a joint identity for Mediterranean peoples, based on the belief that such an identity must germinate from the roots of society – the youth. 
The Cultural expression competition solicited 15-18 young European and Mediterranean leaders to present a personal vision for the region in the year 2020.  This competition helped to discover and select individuals demonstrating dedication to peace and leadership potential. The winning entries from each city participated in the Mediterranean Youth Seminar, a three-day session teaching peacebuilding and cooperation methods, educating about regional issues, and resulted in the creation of a Mediterranean Youth Agenda.  
Countries: Malta and Israel

Partners:
Malta:  University of Malta, House of Representatives, Strickland Foundation, Euro-Med Movement

Israel: Peres Center for Peace

Funding Bodies:  European Commission, Youth Programme
Thematic categorisation:
1. Intercultural dialogue (within countries)
 
   FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Intercultural Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Cross-border Dialogue
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Cultural Minorities & Communities
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Social Cohesion / Integration
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Diversity of Cultural Expressions

   FORMCHECKBOX 

Sector covered:

1. Arts and Heritage
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Media
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Socio-Culture 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Language
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Youth
 FORMCHECKBOX 

7. Sport
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National/regional policy context:
The project, entitled A Mediterranean Youth Vision for 2020, operated within a number of contexts and to several ends. The aim of the initiative was to build upon the commonalities shared by the varied nations comprising Europe and the Mediterranean basin, thereby informing members of each culture about their similarities and joint fates.  This venture embodied both the mission of the Euro-Med Movement, Malta and the raison d’être of the Leo Savir Foundation for a Mediterranean Vision 2020 within the Peres Center for Peace.  
Based on its scope throughout the Mediterranean region and Europe, this project included youth from areas still dealing with political and economic conflict on a daily basis. As such, these participants do not hail from societies with resources availiable for projects of this nature.  By providing this opportunity throughout the entire region, regardless of individual or geophraphic social or economic status, participants had been on an equal footing at least for the duration of the event and had equal access to resources.
Project Description: 
The project “A Mediterranean Youth Vision for 2020” enlisted youth to manifest their personal visions of the Mediterranean basin for the year 2020 in a cultural expression competition based on prose, poetry, music or image. Partnering with the Euro-Med Movement, Malta, young people aged 15-18 from 17 cities and countries around the Mediterranean Sea were the focus of this project, which began in September 2006. 
The Mediterranean 2020 Foundation published the finalists' creations, providing a porthole into the traditions, culture and the hopes of the respective communities from the perspective of the region's future leaders.
The winning male and female entrants from each country participated in the "Mediterranean Youth Vision 2020 Seminar" in January 2007 – a three-day peace-building workshop in Sliema, Malta for youth leaders. The 35 participating youth represented Mediterranean countries including Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Jordan, Turkey, Malta, Italy, Spain, France, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The youth enjoyed discussions and role plays on issues of youth civic engagement, gender, immigration and violence, conflict resolution from the Balkan perspective, issues of identity, regionalism and community, and more. This setting allowed for both direct lessons to be taught by trained educators, and for the imparting of indirect lessons, based on the daily intermingling and idea-sharing of the participants themselves.  At the conclusion of the seminar, the youth created a "Mediterranean Youth Agenda", outlining a strategy for cooperation and empowerment of youth from Mediterranean countries.
The project was supported by the EU Youth Programme, Action 5. 
The project involved cross-border cooperation and intercultural lessons between European and Mediterranean nations, initially inspiring young leaders to manifest their vision for the Mediterranean basin in the year 2020 through cultural expression across a range of creative mediums. Winning visions included, among others, a piano sonata by a Turkish participant, a power point presentation of the current situations in Israel and Palestine and the vision for 2020 by the Israeli participants, sketches by the Palestinian participant and a rap song by the Slovenian participant. Each youth presented and described their visions.

Lessons to be Learned:
The Mediterranean Youth Vision 2020 project revolved, from commencement to conclusion, around the theme of young leaders as a catalyst for change; specifically, their potential as advocates of peace. Based on this very notion of youth potential, the mission indeed demonstrated how this section of the population can interact both with one another and with local youth organizations and local governments in the advancement of peace. 

The following lessons were learned:

1. Writing and drawing, as aspects of cultural identity and outlets for creative expression, served as ideal vehicles for intercultural communication and peace development. The presentation of these Youth Visions as well as the final compilation of winning submissions provided a tangible access into the traditions, culture and the hopes of the communities from the perspective of tomorrow’s leaders. Sharing visions in this manner has served as an effective tool to unite future leaders before divides can grow, promote mutual understanding and inspire a brighter future.  

2. This project had both long-term and short term objectives for European and Mediterranean youth leaders, objectives that closely mirror the aims of mobility and participation. These goals included, from the cultural point of view: 
· Building specific and thematic skills necessary for the installation of peace and the resolution of conflict;
· Creating a joint identity by establishing common future visions and goals;
· Promoting cultural exchange and understanding, and encouraging interfaith dialogue; 
· Facilitating interaction between youth leaders hailing from peaceful nations and those still living in conflict, so that each can pass essential lessons on to the other;
· Reducing misconceptions and breaking down extant stereotypes;
3. The intercultural potential of the project was enormous, as it involved participants from a variety of cities, young leaders who would probably not otherwise have the opportunity to interact with one another.  Through the establishment of a creative expression competition, Youth Vision 2020 exposed the diversity of many different communities from a broad base of countries within the Euro-Mediterranean region, and immediately improved the quality of the youth projects. The presentation of the Youth Vision 2020s enhanced the skills and personal development of the young participants.  Not only did this result in the alliance of budding leaders from a range of geographic areas, but it also built links between young leaders from a range of socio-economic backgrounds who deal with highly varied political and conflict-related situations on a daily basis. 
4. The utilization of peace and youth empowerment experts prepared for language and cultural barriers, putting into place necessary measures to facilitate communication and discourse.
Target Groups:
Youth workers from: Israel, Palestine, Malta, Italy, Spain, France, Jordan, Poland, Turkey, Slovenia, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Contact Details:

EURO-MED MOVEMENT (MALTA)

P.O.Box 580

Valletta / Malta

info@euromedmalta.com
www.euromedmalta.com
Phone: 79424555, Fax: 21438082

Contact person: 

Dr. Joe Mifsud (General Coordinator)

jmlegal@maltanet.net
Phone: 21422788, Fax: 21438082
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