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Project: 


Inventing the future – 
Reciprocal maieutic approach for conflict transformation
International project strengthening young people’s capacities to become actors in 
their own communities in conflict, for the promotion of social change.
Countries: 
Italy + Spain, France, Bulgaria, Republic of Moldova, Palestine, Israel
Coordinating organization: CE.S.I.E Onlus, Palermo, Italy
Partners: 
Centro per lo Sviluppo Creativo “Danilo Dolci”, Palermo, Italy

Federacion Colegas, Valencia, Spain

Pistes Solidaires, Fréjus, France

Recreation and Development Union, Haskovo, Bulgaria

Regional Development Center “STABILITY”, Gagauzia, Republic of Moldova
Wi’am Center for Conflict Resolution, Bethlehem, Palestine
Youth Forum Ashdod, Ashdod, Israel
Funding Bodies:  
EU Youth Programme, Action 5, Support measures

Innovative Co-operation, Training and Information Projects

Call for proposals DG EAC 62/05

Thematic categorisation:
1. Intercultural dialogue (within countries)
  
   FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Intercultural Education



   FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Cross-border Dialogue
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Cultural Minorities & Communities
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Social Cohesion / Integration
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Diversity of Cultural Expressions

 
   FORMCHECKBOX 

Sector covered:

1. Arts and Heritage
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. Media
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Socio-Culture 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Language
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Youth
 FORMCHECKBOX 

7. Sport
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Policy context:

The project strongly relates to a broader legal framework referring to the Human Rights Declaration (United Nations); the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (United Nations) and the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Council of Europe). All these documents serve as a reference to the present project that aims to protect human rights in all communities involved through youth work. 
In addition, other international measures are of strong interest to the project: the Declaration on Intercultural dialogue and conflict prevention (Council of Europe), the Declaration of the Committee of Ministers on Cultural Diversity (Council of Europe), the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Council of Europe) and the UNESCO World Declaration on Education for All. These texts are other important foundations for this project.
At national level all countries have their Civil Code that protects the rights of citizens. However, as there can be some aspects of National Civil Codes that are not very clear nor even inclusive of all norms and groups, the project intends to work on these gaps by making reference and giving priority to the international legal frames.

Project Description:
The main aim of this project is to promote positive conflict transformation in multicultural, multiethnic and multireligious contexts, through the use of an innovative approach: the reciprocal maieutic approach (RMA), involving the concept of “non-violent communication”.  There is a clear difference between the maieutic of Socrates and the reciprocal maieutic of the Italian Danilo Dolci, who is often called “the Gandhi of Sicily”. A most interesting aspect of Dolci’s endeavours has been the emphasis on integrating community development with education. It is a “reciprocal” process between at least two persons and normally applied in a group context.  The aim of Danilo’s method of empowerment to help individuals give birth to new relationships, to build new schools and institutions based on sensitivity and trust (see the word “maieutics” which is Greek for “midwife”).  
Danilo Dolci’s RMA which included additional parts adapted from other great thinkers and men in action (Gandhi, Freire, Capitini, Chomsky, Morin, Galtung, etc.), was first applied in the village of Partinico fighting for the rights of poor people and against the mafia. Dolci mainly used it for problem discussions in group work which became an instrument of involvement and change. RMA as a non-violent strategy of group communication allows all participants to express themselves about the issue in question; at the end, a final common idea arises – the collective result, not an individual result. 
“Inventing the future” is an international project that promotes the non-violent transformation of conflicts with the help of RMA, one of the main tools for conflict transformation strategies in Youth work.
The current project aims to establish RMA as a tool for Youth work, to foster interculturality and to disseminate the European Youth in Action Programme.

The project combines a couple of non-formal educational activities to achieve the objectives of the project. Maieutic workshops take place continually during the project course. Other activities are: international meetings and training courses for youth workers; youth exchanges, European Voluntary Service (EVS) projects and training courses for youth groups; peer education projects; evaluation and follow-up activities. 
The project is expected to reach a positive impact in the communities in conflict, contributing to the conflict transformation and to foster a culture of peace and respect, in which people communicate and have positive exchange. It is also hoped that RMA will be used by the partners in their daily work with youth and other target groups and that young people will become more active citizens.

Lessons to be learned:

The project will last for 24 months; in September 2007, 8 months after it started, the most important result is the obvious interest of participants with regard to the RMA method which is innovatively introduced into youth work.
All intercultural groups (composed of young people from groups in conflict) are achieving a good degree of communication and cohesiveness. A first assessment concludes that young participants consider they are more willing to be active in their own communities after having participated in these youth groups and being introduced to the method.

The project promoters plan to launch a process where representative youth groups will intervene in their communities and will become mediators, by defining a strategy of action by themselves. The main tools used in the process are: RMA and other methods most used in non-formal education. Youth workers, who guide and facilitate the relations and are learning from inside the group, follow the lead of the youth group.
Target Groups:

The direct beneficiaries are all the young people who participate in the activities throughout the 24 months. Other direct beneficiaries are the partner organisations and the coordinators and youth workers that will acquire more experience and exchange practise.
The indirect beneficiaries will be the home communities of the young people, their families and other young people that will come in contact with the group.
Contact Details:

Ana Afonso
E-mail: ana.afonso@cesie.it 

Telephone: +39 091 61 64 224

Fax: +39 091 62 30 849

Web: www.inventingthefuture.eu  (under construction)
Additional Resources:
Photos from the 1st international meeting in Palermo

Photos from Moldavian, Italian, Bulgarian, Palestinian and Israeli youth groups

The newsletter from the Italian group

Material about Danilo Dolci and the RMA in English
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