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(Unless otherwise indicated, the declarations and reservations were made upon 
ratification, acceptance, approval, accession or succession.) 

 
 
 

Denmark 
Denmark is not bound by article 24, paragraph 3.  

The provisions of article 24, paragraph 1, under which stateless persons are in certain 
cases placed on the same footing as nationals, shall not oblige Denmark to grant stateless 
persons in every case exactly the same remuneration as that provided by law for 
nationals, but only to grant them what is required for their support.  

Article 31 shall not oblige Denmark to grant to stateless persons a status more favourable 
than that accorded to aliens in general.  

 
Finland 
"(1) A general reservation to the effect that the application of those provisions of the 
Convention which grant to stateless persons the most favourable treatment accorded to 
nationals of a foreign country shall not be affected by the fact that special rights and 
privileges are now or may in future be accorded by Finland to the nationals of Denmark, 
Iceland, Norway and Sweden or to the nationals of any one of those Countries;  

"(2) A reservation to article 7, paragraph 2, to the effect that Finland is not prepared, as a 
general measure, to grant stateless persons who fulfil the conditions of three years 
residence in Finland an exemption from any legislative reciprocity which Finnish law may 
have stipulated as a condition governing an alien's eligibility for same right or privilege;  

"(3) A reservation to article 8 to the effect that that article shall not be binding on Finland;  

"(4) . . .  

"(5) A reservation to article 24, paragraph 1 (b) and paragraph 3 to the effect that they 
shall not be binding on Finland;  

"(6) A reservation to article 25, to the effect that Finland does not consider itself bound to 
cause a certificate to be delivered by a Finnish authority, in the place of the authorities of 
a foreign country, if the documentary records necessary for the delivery of such certificate 
do not exist in Finland;  

"(7) A reservation with respect to the provisions contained in article 28. Finland does not 
accept the obligations stipulated in the said article, but is prepared to recognize travel 
documents issued by other Contracting States pursuant to this article."  

 
France 
The provisions of article 10, paragraph 2, are regarded by the French Government as 
applying only to stateless persons who were forcibly displaced from French territory, and 
who have, prior to the date of entry into force of this Convention, returned there direct 
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from the country to which they were forced to proceed, without in the meantime having 
received authorization to reside in the territory of any other State.  
 
Germany 
1. Article 23 will be applied without restriction only to stateless persons who are also 
refugees within the meaning of the Convention of 28 July 1951 relating to the Status of 
Refugees and the Protocol of 31 January 1967 relating to the Status of Refugees, but 
otherwise only to the extent provided for under national legislation;  

2. Article 27 will not be applied.  

 
Hungary 
Reservations:  

Reservation to Articles 23 and 24 of the Convention:  

"The Republic of Hungary shall apply the provisions contained in Articles 23 and 24 in such 
a way that it ensures to stateless persons having permanent domestic residence equal 
treatment with its own citizens."  

Reservation to Article 28 of the Convention:  

" The Republic of Hungary shall apply the provisions contained in Article 28 by issuing a 
travel document in both Hungarian and English languages, entitled 'Utazási Igazolvány 
hontalan személy részére / Travel Document for Stateless Person' and supplied with the 
indication set out in Paragraph 1, Subparagraph 1 of the Schedule to the Convention."  

 
Ireland 
Declaration:  

"The Government of Ireland understand the words `public order' and `in accordance with 
due process of law', as they appear in article 31 of the Convention, to mean respectively, 
`public policy' and `in accordance with the procedure provided by law'."  

Reservation:  

"With regard to article 29 (1), the Government of Ireland do not undertake to accord to 
stateless persons treatment more favourable than that accorded to aliens generally with 
respect to  

(a) The stamp duty chargeable in Ireland in connection with conveyances, transfers and 
leases of lands, tenements and hereditaments, and  

(b) Income tax (including sur-tax)."  

 
Italy 
The provisions of articles 17 and 18 are recognized as recommendations only.  
 

Latvia 
Reservations:  

"In accordance with article 38 of the [Convention] the Republic of Latvia reserves the right 
to apply the provisions of paragraph 1 (b) of Article 24 subject to limitations provided for 
by the national legislation."  

"In accordance with article 38 of the [Convention] the Republic of Latvia reserves the right 
to apply the provisions of Article 27 subject to limitations provided for by the national 
legislation."  
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Netherlands 
The Government of the Kingdom reserves the right not to apply the provisions of article 8 
of the Convention to stateless persons who previously possessed enemy nationality or the 
equivalent thereof with respect to the Kingdom of Netherlands;  

With reference to article 26 of the Convention, the Government of the Kingdom reserves 
the right to designate a place of principal residence for certain stateless persons or groups 
of stateless persons in the public interest.  

 
Slovakia 
Declaration:  

"The Slovak Republic shall not be bound by article 27 to that effect it shall issue identity 
papers to any stateless person that is not in possession of a valid travel document. The 
Slovak Republic shall issue identity papers only to the stateless person present on the 
territory of the Slovak Republic who have been granted long-term or permanent residence 
permit."  

 
Spain 
Reservation:  

"[The Government of the Kingdom of Spain] makes a reservation to article 29, paragraph 
1, and considers itself bound by the provisions of that paragraph only in the case of 
stateless persons residing in the territory of any of the Contracting States."  

 
Sweden 
Reservations:  

(1) . . .  

(2) To article 8. This article will not be binding on Sweden.  

(3) To article 12, paragraph 1. This paragraph will not be binding on Sweden.  

(4) To article 24, paragraph 1 (b). Notwithstanding the rule concerning the treatment of 
stateless persons as nationals, Sweden will not be bound to accord to stateless persons 
the same treatment as is accorded to nationals in respect of the possibility of entitlement 
to a national pension under the provisions of the National Insurance Act; and likewise to 
the effect that, in so far as the right to a supplementary pension under the said Act and 
the computation of such pension in certain respects are concerned, the rules applicable to 
Swedish nationals shall be more favour able than those applied to other insured persons.  

(5) To article 24, paragraph 3. The provisions of this paragraph will not be binding on 
Sweden.  

(6) To article 25, paragraph 2. Sweden does not consider itself obliged to cause a Swedish 
authority, in lieu of a foreign authority, to deliver certificates for the issuance of which 
there is insufficient documentation in Sweden.  

 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Declaration:  

"I have the honour further to state that the Government of the United Kingdom deposit 
the present instrument of ratification on the understanding that the combined effects of 
articles 36 and 38 permit them to include in any declaration or notification made under 
paragraph 1 of article 36 or paragraph 2 of article 36 respectively any reservation 
consistent with article 38 which the Government of the territory concerned might desire to 
make."  
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Reservations:  

"When ratifying the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons which was 
opened for signature at New York on September 28, 1954, the Government of the United 
Kingdom have deemed it necessary to make certain reservations in accordance with 
paragraph 1 of Article 38 thereof the text of which is reproduced below:  

(1) The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
understand Articles 8 and 9 as not preventing them from taking in time of war or other 
grave and exceptional circumstances measures in the interests of national security in the 
case of a stateless person on the ground of his former nationality. The provisions of Article 
8 shall not prevent the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland from exercising any rights over property or interests which they may acquire or 
have acquired as an Allied or Associated Power under a Treaty of Peace or other 
agreement or arrangement for the restoration of peace which has been or may be 
completed as a result of the Second World War. Furthermore, the provisions of Article 8 
shall not affect the treatment to be accorded to any property or interests which at the date 
of entry into force of this Convention for the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland are under the control of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland by reason of a state of war which exists or existed between them 
and any other State.  

(2) The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in 
respect of such of the matters referred to in sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of Article 
24 as fall within the scope of the National Health Service, can only undertake to apply the 
provisions of that paragraph so far as the law allows.  

(3) The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland cannot 
undertake to give effect to the obligations contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 25 
and can only undertake to apply the provisions of paragraph 3 so far as the law allows."  

Commentary: "In connexion with sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of Article 24 which 
relates to certain matters within the scope of the National Health Service, the National 
Health Service (Amendment) Act 1949 contains powers for charges to be made to persons 
not ordinarily resident in Great Britain (which category would include some stateless 
persons) who receive treatment under the Service. These powers have not yet been 
exercised but it may be necessary to exercise them at some future date. In Northern 
Ireland the Health Services are restricted to persons ordinarily resident in the country 
except where regulations are made to extend the Services to others. For these reasons, 
the Government of the United Kingdom, while prepared in the future, as in the past, to 
give the most sympathetic consideration to the situation of stateless persons, find it 
necessary to make reservation to sub-paragraph (b) of Article 24.  

"No arrangements exist in the United Kingdom for the administrative assistance for which 
provision is made in Article 25 nor have any such arrangements been found necessary in 
the case of stateless persons. Any need for the documents or certifications mentioned in 
paragraph 2 of that Article would be met by affidavit."  


